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Our world is changing today. Change with the notion of experiences, individuality, ideas, 

approaches, interests, race and religion, life styles of the whole new generations, the new 

changes in economy, the corporate transformation in creative industries, the celebration of public 

intellectualism, literature, philosophical/cultural beliefs /perceptions 

/presuppositions/values/norms/ fashion /food/ of racially heterogeneous nations, the concept of 

globalization and growing technologies have resulted in changes or seeing things differently. 

Caleb Rosado observes this change “… we moved from an Agrarian Society concerned with 

conformity , through an Industrial Society concerned with nationalism and uniformity, to our 

present Information Society concerned with diversity within a global context, on our way to the 

Global Society of the 21st century with a planetary view.”(Rosado 1996) .This social change in 

many ways has emphasized on decentring of radical implications of past and navigating toward 

the future. The 21st century demands globalized citizenry who could be a member from ‘Circuits 

of culture’ yet internationally focused. Multiculturalism is essentially a tool to understand and 

appreciate diversity. 

 

Multiculturalism and Multicultural Literature  

Multiculturalism began with a motive toward cultural pluralism, a way to recognize cultures and 

ethnicities not of the mainstream, beginning with ethnic studies (Banks &Banks, 2001).Banks 

and Banks identified four phases of multiculturalism. 

 

Phase I: Ethnic Studies: Educators formulated inclusivity form-ethnic studies into school 

curriculum by incorporating the “history and cultures of ethnic minority groups.” 
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Phase II: Equality and equity: The same educators realized that inserting ethnic histories and 

cultures into curriculum alone will not bring changes in attitudes toward ethnic minority. During 

this phase a need for equality and equity in education was focused and tried. 

 

Phase III: This phase accelerated people from general repressed group to respond and reflect 

their experiences and their moral panics. The groups who considered themselves as 

disadvantaged by system and structure demanded that their histories and cultures also be 

included in multicultural education. In this phase, experiences of disabled people, experiences of 

gays and lesbians, experiences of women, experience of repressed minorities and so on began to 

take its space gradually. 

 

Phase IV: This current phase evolved with the “development of theories, research and practice 
that interrelated variables connected to race, class, and gender” (p.11) 

 

Multicultural Literature in the English Classroom 

The advent of multiculturalism and multicultural education movement is seen as a significant 

development as it includes literature of underrepresented groups in classrooms “with a view of 

promoting appreciation and respect for diversity” (Sim Bishop, 2007, p.xiv) .Multicultural 

literature depicts different cultures and ethnicities in the content. It affects everyone beyond the 

difference of race, gender and class, as the stories are from the struggles of people. Ultimately 

multiculturalism gave authority and voice to marginalized cultures to demand social equality and 

justice. 

 

Today, teachers of English have a great challenge in teaching diversified groups because the 

educational institutions in India are becoming much more culturally and linguistically diverse. 

No longer can one believe that English is all about the inhabitants of English speaking 

demographic landscape and the way they live. Further it is important to note that, it cannot be 

assumed that the students who take English course or who study through the medium of English 

have a homogeneous cultural identity.  
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Multicultural literature is a tool to open the minds of students.When young learners is exposed to 

multicultural literature they understand the power structures and struggles. Students often 

connect characters and situations that they can relate to in the stories that they are reading. It 

stimulates the young minds to understand the diversity and builds understanding and respect for 

the people from various cultures.  

 

Other benefits include a development of vocabulary, stimulating imagination, facilitating 

empathy, increased knowledge of one’s own heritage, and fostering positive self-concepts and 

identity (Taylor, 1997) 

 

Multicultural literature has certain influences on students and teachers. People from the 

underrepresented groups feel recognized and understood when their culture is acknowledged. 

Students from other richly diversified groups understand the significance of other cultures and 

recognize the same. This recognition will earn the respect. The educators play a vital role in 

creating multicultural modeled classroom and teach the young students to appreciate cultural 

diversity. Educators should realize that the cultural boundary is broadening and learn to respond 

to this diversity. 

 

Developing objectives for multicultural education   through multicultural literature is a major 

concern of the educators. Rena Lewis and Donald Doorlag (1987) state that multicultural 

education can restore cultural rights by emphasizing cultural equality and respect, enhance the 

self-concepts of students, and teach respect for various cultures while teaching basic skills. 

 

Multicultural literature teaches the learners to respect, tolerate and appreciate cultural differences 

–differences of race, language, gender, ethnicity, religion, region and disabilities. Learners- 

member of racial, ethnic minority groups realize that they come from a cultural heritage of which 

they can be proud of and how their culture has contributed significantly to the world of 

diversified cultures. This realization helps the learners from minority ethnic groups to develop 
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cultural identity without moral panics. Learning about other cultures changes the thinking 

perspectives of young learners allowing them to understand that people belonging to other ethnic 

groups are individual human beings not stereotypes. The students also learn to live in harmony 

amongst the diversified cultures not in chaos. 

 

Multicultural literature teaches the learners from groups to respect the heritage, values and 

contributions of minority groups. The various multicultural themes help children understand the 

social changes and broaden their understanding .Further the struggles and voices of 

underrepresented (themes of multiculturalism) depicted in multicultural literature educate them 

to face their problems.   

 

Multicultural literature for young learners: Some multicultural books for young learners 

suggested by CCBC (Cooperative Children’s Book Center) are: 

I love Saturdays y domingos by Alma Flor Ada, is a gentle story of a bilingual/bicultural young 

girl who spends her Saturdays with her English speaking grandparents and Sundays with her 

Spanish speaking grandparents. Jingle Dancer by Cynthia Leitich Smith is all set to take the 

readers to celebrate the achievement of Mucogee/Ojibwa child .Determined Jenna’s jingle dace 

at Powwow is interestingly told. Shades of Black by Sandra L Pinkney communicate differences 

of colour in deep capturing poetic pride. 

 

The fictions like Life of Pi, Things fall apart, A thousand splendid Suns, The kite Runner, One 

hundred years of solitude, The glass palace, Sea of poppies, God of small things and The 

Inheritance of loss are few mentioned multicultural fictions featuring the ethnic conflicts and 

moral panics very vividly. 

 

During this study my interviews with students and teachers from various ethnic groups were 

recorded .The interpretations, reflections and assumptions were analyzed and summarized below. 

 

The teachers and academic mentors expressed that the learners should be introduced to 

multicultural literature and they should be taught to respect other cultures as well. 



              Scholar Critic                                                   ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                       

                    Vol-03, Issue-03, December 2016                                      ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 
 

 

110 
 

 

Though the teachers recommend multicultural literature being taught at the early age in schools 

they find it difficult to meet the true objectives of multicultural education as they are often driven 

by examination based education system. 

 

The educators are also challenged in creating space for the learners to understand the influential 

power structures of the society and the struggles of underrepresented groups. 

 

The educators could not articulate rationalized ideas clinging to the cultural supplement that has 

always animated its claim to assert its power in the system of social structure.  

Educators also feel that their learners are already taught to tolerate the cultural diversity but there 

is still hesitation in appreciating this diversity or other cultures among the affluent groups of 

students,  as they are taught early by the family system only to sympathize the learners belonging 

to other cultural groups.  

 

There is a trace of untold fear among the pro-multicultural intellectuals (tends to move back to 

the past) that the shifted focus on racial harmony with multicultural intentions could possibly 

isolate minorities from the norm.  

 

The concept of multicultural education through multicultural literature is all about dissolving 

borders and transcending all barriers to bring unity in diversity. Multiculturalism enables us to 

see through all barriers and look upon the other groups. Few are opined that ideas from other 

groups or nations would deviate the nation from the path of its glory but let us understand that 

these ethnic conflicts have succeeded in creating group tension which in turn gave us creative 

solutions of various cultural groups to resolve these conflicts .A cultural blend is a result of these 

outcomes. 

 

In era of pluralism and diversity, multiculturalism is a need to respond to the change where the 

diverse learners’ population will increase in future. Schools/Educational Institutions will reflect 
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these everlasting changes. Effective educators who became aware of need for culturally sensitive 

globalized citizenship are already exploring this path. 
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